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RESEARCH STATEMENT 
The research field involved developing new interaction and engagement strategies for media arts practice, drawing 
on the application of both kinetic and proprioceptive dance/performance knowledge. The context was the creation 
of improved embodied, performative and improvisational experiences for single participants within 
smart/networked spaces.  
The work is further informed by ecological network theory that assesses the systemic implications of private and 
public actions within bounded systems. The methodology was primarily practice-led. Extensive use of questionnaires 
and interviews during major public showings provided baseline data for analysis - aiding the evolution and 
development of the work and its interactive structures for the subsequent Australian showings. 
Innovation arose in the development of a unique form of interface, interaction modality and particular qualities of 
imagery generated through cross-fertilising embodied knowledge of Dance and Media Arts. This was achieved 
through extensive practice-led workshopping undertaken in theatres, working ‘on the floor’ live, with dancers, 
props, sound, projection and live coding practices. 
The work was funded by a competitively won Arts Council of England/ICA/Capture 4 Festival Grant involving a three-
month residency at the Institute of Contemporary Art London and Vincent Dance Theatre, Sheffield – collaborating 
with their director Charlotte Vincent. It was further developed during an invited research residency at The Centre for 
Media Research, University of Ulster, Northern Ireland. Shifting Intimacies premiered in the ICA’s main theatre as an 
integral part of their Media Arts Program. It was subsequently shown at exhibitions in the UK and Australia festivals 
including the Brisbane International Arts Festival. 
